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POLI 390           International Relations Seminar         Fall 2015 
 
Instructor: Dr. Anas Malik   Credit Hours: 3.00 
Office: Schott Hall 712  Office Hours: Thurs 1:05 - 2:15 pm, and by appt. 
Email: malik@xavier.edu    Phone: 745 3227 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This seminar focuses on research design. Participants will design an original research project based on a 
review of related scholarly literature from international relations. The emphasis is on learning by doing. 
Students will read original scholarship, identify hypotheses, and critically assess these with a view to 
testing or evaluating alternatives. A significant portion of the course will revolve around student 
presentation, discussion, and deliberation over choices in different stages of the research design process.  
 
Course Objectives 
 
-to survey selections from research-shaping scholarship on international relations  
 
-to select a research question and explore related literature 
 
-to produce a research design that builds on the scholarly literature 
 
Required Texts 
 
Barakso, Maryann, Daniel Sabet, and Brian Schaffner (2014). Understanding Political Science Research 
Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge   
 
This readable work provides an introduction to research methods. It is particularly usefully for 
contextualizing different research strategies within the general problem of inference in social science. The 
examples given in boxes are helpful in drawing out nuances that will help you in reading the literature and 
designing your own project. You are responsible for all assigned portions of this text.  
 
Recommended 
Mingst, Karen and Jack Snyder (2008). Essential Readings in World Politics. Third Edition. New York: 
W.W. Norton 
 
This reader provides selections from major scholars on questions in international relations. It provides some 
common material for identifying and discussing specific hypotheses and research strategies. The reader is 
not required, but may be helpful for students wishing to have more exposure to well-known readings in 
International Relations scholarship. 
 
The course will include selections from other sources, primarily academic journals. These will be available 
through the course Canvas site (details to be given in class). All students are expected to visit Canvas to 
locate these materials. 
 
 
Grading and Assessment 
Please see the departmental guidelines accompanying this syllabus.  
Where course components are evaluated on a points system, grades will be assigned based on percentage 
scores, as follows. 
 
                           A = 93% – 100%;  A- = 90% – 92%  
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                           B+ = 87% – 89%;  B = 83% – 86%;  B- = 80% – 82%  
 
                           C+ = 77% – 79%;  C = 73% – 76%;  C- = 70% – 72%  
 
                           D = 60% – 69%;  F = Below 60% 
 
 
The course paper gives an opportunity to investigate an area of interest in depth. The latter portion of the 
semester requires concentrated work on this seminar project. Consistent time on the project should be 
invested in order to produce a polished and critically considered final paper. To ensure steady progress, 
project components will be submitted in several iterations, including a topic, a literature review, a rough 
draft, a presentation, and the final paper.  
 
Assessment will be based on the following distribution:  
 
Paper Topic 2% 
 
The topic includes a research question and an annotated bibliography.  
 
10 Pieces of Literature Reviewed 3% 
 
This is your initial draft of a review of 10 pieces of scholarship related to your topic.   
 
Literature Review 25 %  
 
The full literature review should survey between 20 and 30 pieces of scholarship related to your topic. Full 
guidelines will be given in class. 
 
Research Design Rough Draft 5% 
 
The rough draft should include an introduction, literature review, and research design. Investment in a 
thorough rough draft will leave ample time for incorporating critiques and making the final product more 
sophisticated and persuasive.  
 
Final Paper 50%  
 
The final paper will incorporate feedback from the prior components, including a presentation. 
 
Memos, Presentations, and Participation  15% 
  
Students will have multiple opportunities to present on readings and their projects; these presentations are 
vital to assimilating the material and sharpening final papers. Students presenting on the readings may be 
asked to bring short overview memos or outlines. Coming prepared to class is all-important as regular 
participation is expected of all students. The early portion of the course has an intense reading schedule; 
students must devote adequate time on a weekly basis to meet this requirement. To ensure informed 
participation, reading assignments must be completed before class (the exception is the first class meeting).  
 
The instructor reserves the right to lower the course grade if there is more than one unexcused absence. 
Additional factors contributing to the participation grade include overall improvement and quality of in-
class contributions. 
 
Note that plagiarism is a serious infraction of university academic expectations. The instructor may use 
tools such as the campus-supported TurnItIn software service to better ensure adherence to university 
guidelines. Questions should be referred to the instructor.  
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Course Schedule    
 
Assigned readings should be completed before class (except for the first class). Please note that changes 
and revisions to this schedule may be made at the instructor’s discretion.  
 
 
Date Topics Readings* Assignments 
Aug 25 Inference, Research hypotheses Syllabus, Barakso, Intro, Ch. 1-2   
Aug 27 Terms Lit selections from journals Tentative research qn 
Sept 1 Int’l Relations, lit reviews IR reading Overviews 
Sept 3 Class does not meet   
Sept 8 Theory and Inference Barakso, Ch. 3, selected article  Overviews 
Sept 10 Descriptive Inference Barakso, Ch. 4, selected article Overviews 
Sept 15 Experiments Barakso, Ch. 5, selected article Overviews 
Sept 17 Large-N observational studies Barakso, Ch. 6, selected article Overviews 
Sept. 22 Small-N observational studies Barakso, Ch. 7, selected article  
Sept 24 Mixed Methods Barakso, Ch. 8, selected article Paper topic, ann. biblio. 
Sept 29  Individual Meetings   
Oct 1 Individual Meetings  10 article reviews due 
Oct 6 Individual Meetings   
Oct 8 Fall Break   
Oct 13 Individual Meetings   
Oct 15 Individual Meetings   
Oct 20 Individual Meetings  Literature review due 
Oct  22 Individual Meetings   
Oct 27 Individual Meetings   
Oct 29 Individual Meetings   
Nov 3 Paper Presentations  design draft due 
Nov 5 Paper Presentations   
Nov 10 Paper Presentations   
Nov 12 Paper Presentations   
Nov 17 Paper Presentations   
Nov 19 Paper Presentations   
Nov 24 Paper Presentations   
Nov 26 Thanksgiving Break   
Dec 1 Paper Presentations   
Dec 3 Crafting research TBA  
Dec 8 Some work in progress Interreligious covenants article Research Design Due 
Dec 10 Next steps TBA  
    
*Barakso refers to the course text by Barakso, Sabet, and Schaffner; selected articles and 
other readings will be linked through Canvas 
